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reac 4 * 
the Lord 


jeet je . in both 50 
and Country. It 15 occaſion d the ſtartin 
of divers new Oueſtions about Religion ind 
the Church, which the generality cannot re. 
ſolve, and therefore few ſpeak juſt or ns 
Things about them. The Biſhop himſe 
defended or cenſured, according to the *y 
judices which Perſons have bad or, or a- 
45 75 him, on other Accounts. His Friends 

not deny, that in this Conde he contra- 
diert both himſelf in former Writings, and 
alſo the received Doctrine of this Church : If 
the Poſitions of this Sermon be admitted, nei- 
ther our Eccleſiaſtical nor Civil Conſtitution 
are warrantable, but both are contrary- to the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, and conſequently both 
Foul be pull'd down for the Sake of. that; 
as I hope will evidently appear by the Report 


of the Committee of the Lower Houſe of 
2 Convo- 
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all this, ſome make 10 ; Srruple fo "Yay, that 
of the Sermon it. both true and 


the 15 
reaſonable, abſtraftly conſidered without any 
Keel Þ this particular Church and Na- 
; 75 aud: nam tuell. affected: to. our Church 

e know. not bob to. refell 
W ae e, not tell ſtudied 5 


. Paints, erefore, the putting... the 
Matters in ſuch a. 1 0 Light, ar u 
Perceived by. Men of common and ordinary 
(Capacities, has. 8g tl ought an uſe ful. aud 
ele 1 ea M rhis Time. . 
6 4710 Bi leine Queries 8 FJ content 
nd pr gpoſed as. proper for anſwering that 
x SH Fd 1 Ree, ales hen under 12 Conſi- 
Nexation, being preſs d to it by repeated Inſtan- 
eg, M, hat 4 a, done, 1251 e f. for $00 
common Lſt, and, I hope ' will 575 Satisfaction 
ito al l ſincere Lovers we ruth; for I I have uſed 
. Art non. 1; Trick nor falſe Ar gumenty. for. en- 


am ing and mi guiding the Simple, But if | 
0 29 aud more 72 4 Reſolution, to ſome 


theſe. Queries be defired, it may he had 
from what the Right Reverend and Learned 
Bi hop of Oxford. has. already written a- 
gainſt the . Book call'd, The Rights" the 


3 and from what 15 Farther 2 
pected 


Concerument 


once 


 SRBFAGH. 
pected" from bir Lordſbip, according to bir 
Fromiſe, to which tberk is noch 4 preſſing | 
6 Sh 8 Oe. N 1 ; It . F< 1:92 212 '7 27 

aid not thint fit to anſever the follow. 


Ing Queries abſtraftly from the Sermon, be- 


"cauſe the Sermon gabe Occaſion to them, 
und the Deſign of them was to oh viate the 
Jaye Notions of the Sermon. T he Subject 
of the Queries not being Indifferent Mat- 
ters, but moſt Sacred and Important, I rould 
not conſider them without ſome Warmth and 
1 „which are warrantable by that 
Paſſage in the Sermon, p. 4. vis. © The 
©« Ignorance and Weakneſs of ſome, and 
8 Wea, » A 
ce the Paſſions, and bad Deſigns of others, 


are the great Inſtruments of this Evil, (that 
© is Error) which even, when it ſeems to 


cc affect only indifferent Matters, ought in 


* Reaſon to be oppoſed, ds it tends in its 


*© own Nature to confound Mens Notions 
* 3 weightier Points; but when it hath 

invaded the moſt ſacred and im- 
< portant Subjects, ought in Duty to be re- 


< tilted with a more open and undiſguiſed 


cal, as what toucheth the Vitals of all 
«that is good, and is juſt going to take 


© from Mens Eyes, the Boundaries of 


Right and Wrong. T hne is ſcarce a- 


iber Paſſage, which I think I can in Con- 


ſcience ſubſcribe to; and I muſt have contra- 
1 difted 
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my Sentiments be right, let 
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4 am fully 
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— A S the Religion f in S. Jamer's 
Days, and taught by him, 
905 Vertue and Integrity as 
ourſeFves, and Charity and 
eficence to others . 


"a. 


on 


2 


n Qua H. N 9 
the a and external Religion incon⸗ 
ſiſtent? Or has GOD forbidden all out- 


ward Signs of inward Piety * 


Quz RY. III. 


* 1 no Obligation to private Eaſting, 
and, other Acts of Mortification e 


Quzzr IV. 


hat is che true 'Meanin of Worfhip⸗ 
* the Father in Spirit "a Truth? And 
whether the Father is on 1 to be worſhip- 
ped, * not the Son and Holy Ghoſt * 


Qvrar V. 


Whether isFervonr or ardent Intention of 
_ a neceſſary Qualification of Prayer; 
may it be effectual without them? 


Qn VI. 
Is 0 Church, or Kingdom of CHRIST, 
of fo quite contrary a Nature to all Earth- 
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1 4 Lin r other. liymane- 'Societh 5 

ha ere can be nd Parallel 'drewn-betwixt 
them, and thax-the attempting it, is ah offer 
to change the Nature and She of 
er ol Curt ST? £ £ 105 ER 


1 'Qvizr Vl. 
by rp it confiſtent,. with. the 4 rr r-0 
Feſus Chriſt; that there be Rules: CR Go 
vernors in the Church ? Nha I 
Deference and Obedience art due to to ew > 
, e e he Mm wi 97A © 

(3 > 096 y 6 3669 
Can the Magiſtrate, or. hu Power,. - 
fully intermeddle with Matters of Religion, 
and add the Civil Sanction of temporal Re- 

Wurds and Puniſhments, to the: th 
Sanctions of EnxisrS Laws * 10 Hus 


Query: Tx. 


| D th ſaving Faith import no more tan 
es and i Jeſus. Tg 

D ny ; 12198W 
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1 f it a Matter of. lndifferency c. we 


d Communion with? Or, ſhould, ere 
5 Regard to 1 Keeping. 8. of . 
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4 the Religion in S. James's 

| Days, ad agi: by bim, only 
. Vertue and Integrity as to 
coourſelves, and Charity and Be- 
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T HIS referrs to that Account of Reli- 
gion which the Biſhop gives, Page 5. 
Now, if he meant that theſe Things were 

eſſential Parts of chat Religion, which the 
Apoſtle S. James taught, or to fpeak more 
properly, neceſſary Acts which Religion 
then required, it is certainly true, and it 
is no great or new Diſcovery, for it is what 
every one knows, Nor was, there any 
Reaſon” to appropriate theſe Things to 
the Religion of S. James's Days ; for 
they were the neceſſary and inſeparable 
Concomitants of pure and undefiled Reli- 
gion, long before, even from the beginning 
of the World, as they continue ſo ſtill to 
this Day. The Papi/ts make a Merit of 
good Works, and true Proteſtants are falſly 
on EN B accuſed 


EEO. Q r * "Ow D COTS 
8 ſas of crying down OI e ty” of 
them for there i is not any ſound Feather, 
who doth not enjoin them, and prove that 
all Pretences to Religion without them are 
_ _ 
he he Biſhoj has not the Word only, but 
- there is no Wrong done to him, by adding 
it, as in this Query; for his Purpoſe was 
to give a true Notion of Religion for cor- 
recting falſo ones. He therefore either ſpoke 
nothing to the Purpoſe, or he Trtended 
that Vertue and Charity was all the Religion 
which S. James taught, and which can be in- 
ferred from the Text he quotes, viz. Chap. i. 
ver. 27. And if he think theſe the Whole of 
Relig 70, he has a falſe Notion of i, and 
does altogether miſtake that true; Religion 
which 8. James taught, and which that 
„pyery Text enforceth, or he doth. not fairly 
F and candidly. repreſent it. For true Rell: 
gion reſpects God in the firſt place; God 
15 not. only the incipal, but 1125 ſole Ob- 
ject of it ; ourſelves and Neighbours. are 
comprehepded. for the Sake of God, and 
ecauſe he. ommands it: Neither Vertue 
nor Chatity ire Religious Acts, but when 
G0: is both the Principle and the chief Mo- 
tive of them, What a lame and falſe Ae- 
count of Religion then, where there is nei- 
ther Mention nor Infi auation of Faith and 


Picty toward God 2 kia ſuch a Repre- 
. 7. 7 75S, * \ ſentation : 
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ſentation of Relig ion,. as n 309 ; without 2 
Heagl is of a pech c& Man, Not can bis Lord 
ſhip be excuſed, y, ſaying that S. James 
docs not mention AF and Piety; for nei- 
ther does he mention Vertue and Integrity | 
towards ourſelves ; but his Lordſhip inferrs 
them from that general Phraſe, nnſpotted 
from the World; and if he had conſidered 
well, he might g ſeen Faith and Piety 
included too, and chicfly intended; for that 
World is the Kingdom of Satan, oppoſed to 
the Kingdom of God, which is ſupported 
by Atheiſm and Infidelity, and conſequent- 
ly none can be A.. from that World, 
or Religious, according to 8. James, whoſe 
Heart is not in the firſt place upright to- 
wards God, or who hath an evil Heart of 
Dy beließ as is evident from many Paſſages 
in that Epiſtle of S. James. - The Apoſite 
wrote to them who own'd the Faith and. 
Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, but P 
who did not ſee or hold the Neceſſity of 

good Works, and for that' Cauſe 7 
theſe more expreſly than the other: And 
if he was living now, he would write 
with the ſame Vehemency againſt thoſe 
who exalted Morality to the Prejudice of 
Faith, by pretending that the one will com- 
penſate the Want of the other. A pru- 
dent Preacher ſhould have his Eye upon 
the prevailing Errors of the Times, and 
5 ” even 


B 1 na 
even when he does not — attack 
2 be ſhould be careful not to drop, or 
— any $a which ſeems to countenance 
, or * ar may harden my in them, 
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2 PREY of this Query wuſk be 
what is. laid, Page 5. where ſpeaking 
of External Religian, it is ſubjoin d, © Two 
« Wards, which in in the Senſe fixd upon 
x « them by many Chriſtians, God bath put 
* afunder, and which therefore zo: Man 
« | ſhould join together. This wants 3 Com- 
mentary to make. it either Senſe or Truth; 
for the inward Religion of the Heart, which 
conſiſts in Faith and Uprightneſs towards 
.. God, in Love, Zeal, and a ſtrong Deſire t 
Pleaſe him; and outward Religion, which 
cConſiſts in a holy Converſation, and a de- 
yout Regard to thoſe Times, Placer, Ordi- 
"+4 and amet, which he himſelf 


| has 
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has appointed, God certainly and moſt evi- 
5 bes join d togetber, and has always e- 
3 Men whea they but them 
I ſaiah, Chap. I. and the other Prophets, 
ſharply reprove the Jews for Outward Acts 
of Religion, becauſe they were in them Acts 
of Diſſimulation; but the Prophets intended 
not hy theſe Reproofs to abrogate and repeal 
the Divine Statutes for keeping the Sabbath, 
and reverencing the Santtuary, for obſerving 
Circumciſion, the Paſſover, and other Ordi- 
nances, Which were 10 bed for Signs of a 
Covenant betwixt God and them, the Ne- 
lect of Which was to be. puniſh'd with no 
leſs Puniſhment than the being cut offi Out- 
ward Obſervance even of Divine Inſtitutions 
and Ordinances, without inward Sincerity 
and true Piety, is neither profitable to the 
Perſon, nor acceptable to God; becauſe it is 
abominable Hypocriſy, and a down · right 
Mocking of God: But for avoiding this 
one ſhould not run into the other Extreme of ® 
Frophageoch, VUngominels, and a Contempt 
of Divine Ordinances, which is alſo an open 
pre of God and his Sovereign Autho- 
ricy. Wherefore, by Origins! Infitation, the 
Law 7 Reaſon, and the Declarations of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, Internal and External 
Religion ſhould never be disjoined, but always 
conjoined and cloſely united. True Religion 


13 


2 


But would not he be concluded a diſaffected 
Perſon, who refuſes any concerted Sign of 


n 
is a ſerious Compoſition of both, and if eicher 
be wanting, there is only an empty Shadow, 
or/a falſe Pretence of real Religion. What 
Streſs is to be laid on coming to Court, crin- 
ging and bowing as the King paſſeth by, if 
there be no in ward fix d Principle of Loyalty? 


Loyalty, deſpiſes the King's Birth-Day, or 
lights a Thankſgiving for any ſignal Delive- 
rancg to him? Even fo, he is a dowo-right 
prophane, ungodly, and irreligious Man, who 
does not honour the Lord's- Day, nor regard 
the Publick Worſhip, nor make Conſcience 
of receiving the Sacraments, tho they be only 
Acts of External Religion. 

- Indeed, God in the firft place, asks the 
Heert, and requires Truth in the Inward Parts; 
But if any one ſay, that he does not alſo com- 
mand and require Outward Acts of Honour, 


which is what all mean by External Religion, 


he is a Liar, and the Truth is not in him: He 
knows nothing of the Divine OEconomy, nei- 
ther underſtands the Reaſons of that wiſe 
ORconomy. For in Paradiſe itſelf, after the 
Expulſion of Man out of Paradiſe, before the 
Law, under the Law, and in the Goſpel, it 
_ hath pleaſed the infinite Wiſdom of God to 
' appoint an External Religion, or External 
Acts of true Religion; that God, the IF 
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ff true Religion, may be brought often” into 
he Thoughts of Men, who being inviſible 
may be otherwiſe forgotten, that the Senſe 
of, Duty to God, and Dependence on him, 
may be kept up in every one, and alſo propa- 
gated throughout the World, and to all Ge- 
i;; batt ater og 
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]-Svppoſe imaginary Auſterities gave the Hint 

to this Qgery. And there had been more 
Reaſon for it, if it had been Faſting, as ſome 
n Wy was preachd. No doubt, the Biſhop 
Had in his View the ſevere: Penances enjoin d, 
and oſten practis'd in the Church of Rome, 
and the rigid Rules and Inſtitutions of ſome 
of their religious Orders. And it cannot be 
leny'd, but that ſome are moſt unreaſonable; 
barbarous Cruelties, as the Orders of Le Trap; 
and others are Auſterities rather imaginary than 
real, and more vain than uſeſul, feeding Su- 
perſtition rather than promoting true Piety 
and Religion. Certainly, God commaads no 
ns | Parti- 
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om g by. 
ies. "divhies bes ws Faft- 
fog; and other outward Severris for mots 
tying the Body, an abfolare; ngeeſſfury 
diſpenſable Pury for all Perſons kite Pager: 
And it is obſervable; that our Bleſſed Lord 
gave no Counteruines to ſach Exereiſes: In- 
deed, he once faſted forty Days, but that was 
for a "miraculous Proof of his Divine Miſſion, 
and for preparing and pn his Human 
Nature for entring upon his Miaiſtry, and for 
performing that great Office for which he 
came into the World. But after this, he 
neither faſted himſelf, nor emjoin d Faſting to 
His Diſciples; he followed not the auſtere Life 
of John Baprifh, but lived fretly among Men, 
and made no Scruple of Eating and Drinking 
whatever was provided, or ſer before Him, | 
for. which his malicious Enemies repreſented 
ou as 5 dee, e, pe vo 3 
from his — Knowledge of rhe Tnclinations 
of Men to Superſtition, and of their being 
more ready to puniſh their Bodies; than to 
morxtify their "Laſts, or to part with their] 
Sins: Which i t Error (could hardly 
babe been cured, if our Lord's Bxample had 
wen any Colour to it. But yer our Lord 
got diſapprove Faſting; nor diſcredit the 
due Uſe of it; on the contrary, he has given 
Dire&tions about ir, and there ey be # me- 
TIRE © - times 


a 14 ſhould be tor learning the Dury of Self.Denial, 


1 82 55 PSF 
-timesOctaſion for-faſting, Ha imimates CY £ 
N — [Soribes.add1 Phariſees &; ho 


when S. Paal faith, © He kept his err ad 
and brought it into Subj ection; it was 
by Faſting, and ſuch: like ſevere Exerciſes, 
Relying on Faſting, and nd corporal Auſteri- 
ties, is Superſtition; believiug God has any 
Pleaſure in them, Nr from wrong and 
falſe Notions of him; doing them Hut of 
- Oftentation and Vain-Glory, 1 no Ne ward 
with God, neither doth recommend: to his 
Favour; and the hoping to malee by tem 
any Atonement for Sin, or to gain ſome Merit 
for one's ſelf ax others, is groſs Deluſion, and 
à vain, ſinful Conceit. The true End of Faſt- 
ing, or other Severities, is for mortifying Luſts, 
and carnal Affections, which grow: ftronger 
and uaruly, when tie Body is pamper d; it 


and for inuring one's ſelf to. Hardſhips: and 
Difficulties ſeeing few can paſs through this 
World without meeting them; it ſhould be 


ir for gaining Time for Prayer and Meditation, 


and ſor ſaving more to tie Uſe of the Poor. 
For theſe Ends, Faſting and Acts of Mortifi- 

ation are commendable, and are turned into 
Ach of true Religion; and for theſe Ends, 4 
Mau truly Religiaus, not only may, as his Lord- 
ſhip ſays, hut is ofteg under the ſtrict Obli- 


Sation . o uſe them. And this reaſonable 
W e C and 


|ask'd him, i hie Diſciplas did nuR Heft. nd = 


. 
and religious Uſe of them ſhould be more 
often preſs d and. inculcated in this —— 
aud voluptuous Age; for it is * 7 much 


| e to the viſible * 1 
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WE” IV. 


Ia 5s the true Meaning of Worſhipping 
the Father in Spirit and Truth; and whe- | 
ther the Father 3s only to be wor Pipes, and 
wot ieee Ghoſt? 18 


Ans v 


T "HI S Text, Job. i iv, 2 3. had 3 beuer 43 
emitted, than fo Landy handled. The e 
true Meaning 9 Texts is to be gathered from Gab 
the Occaſion: and Purpoſe of them, and nei- , al 
ther-by conſidering Words in all their pe 
Latitude, nor 5 in the ſtricteſt Senſe of for 
them. The Occaſion of theſe Words, was a At 
Conference with a Samaritan Woman, and a 
Controverſy betwixt the Jews and Samaritans, 4 
whether Jeruſalem or Mount Gerizim was 
the Place where God ſhould be worſhipped; F; 
which Coatroverſy the Woman ſtarred, when | 
the apprehended our Lord a Prophet. "Hein 
his Anſwer gave it for the Jews; but withall 
intimated, that this Controverly was, any | 
wou 


© 4 


\, a 
= 7:3 


J would be ſhortly at an End; for as hitherto 


pa God had for ſpecial Reaſons fix d his Name 


at Jeruſalem, ſo hereafter he would not im- 


but would give Liberty to worſhip him ac- 
eeptably any where; and leſt that Woman, 


— Jer any other that heard bis Words, ſhould 


fancy that the'Sacrifices, Paſſover, and other 
Feaſts, lich were by expreſs Commandment 


Jobſerved any where; our Lord alſo fore- 
warned as a Change of Place, ſo of the Nature 


=» 
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of 1 
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al Ordinances appointed by Moſes, which re- 
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of the Worſhip'; that the Legal and Typical 
Service enjoin'd by Moſes would now be of no 
more uſe ; for all Types and Figures were ful- 
filled, and God would reveal himſelf more 
plainly and fully a Spirit, who did not by Na- 
ture require or delight in ſuch Ordinances and 

eremonies as Moſes enjoin'd for their own 
Sakes. So that Spirit is oppoſed to thoſe car- 


ſpected the Nature and State of the Jews 


or diſtinguiſhing them from other People. 


| Aod Trath is oppoſed to Types and Figures 
Ywhich prefigured Chrif, by whom and in 
YZ whom all were to worſhip God acceptably. 


WT 
*K 
| 
* 
. 
WS. 
3 
YL 


"7 
Pl 


I 
F 
3 
F 
—_ 
3 
i 
5 
2 


n 
Il 
d 
d 


not exclude all Outwa 
manner of Ceremonies, as ſome would igno- 
Frantly'ioferr;' nor does it require all Worſhip 


Wherefore, Worſhip in TY = Trath a” 
| or Ip. NOT A 


to be tranſacted within one's ſelf; hut only 
. 'C2 imports 


(12) 
imports! chat zhe Worſhip, introduc'd by, the 
Golpel ſhould e more, rational,more clear and 
perfect, more ſuitable do the ture of both 
God and Man, nos a heavy, burdenſome 
Yoke, like that df N; but a truly.Rea- | 
fanableServie 4 As; allo and eſpecially, that 
all. ſheuld then ſee the R ſon, why the im- 
perfect Worſnip and Service of Men were 
acceptable and xffectual, for giving them all 
Confidence in God, and-encouraping them ta 
araw neat with full-Afſaraxce of, Fajth, vir not 
the Vettue opSanctit of any. particular Place, 
but the Merits and Mediation-of e Cura, 
Who is the Inuth ef all Promiſes from the be- 
inning of the World, and the Subitance:of 
all that was ſhadowed: by theiLaw, and who | 
15, the-clear Manfeſtatica of che whole OE. 1 
my of God from the Creation. None 
Hes worſhip in Trait bur he that worſhips t 
GOD. in andi thro Chriſte ts 0 | 
ther the Father only ſhould; be worſhipp 5 
this to be ſtarted from theſe ſuſpicious Ianu- 
endo's, The Meg leck and Diminution of the Fa- 
ther, % Morſbip of other Beings beſides, and 
more, than the Father, where Father is in 1ta- | 
lick Character for the greater Emphaſis... Tis 
true, the Biſhop could not bring every Thiog | 
into his Sermon, nor was there Obligation 
upon him to ſtart the Doctrine of 2 | 
OA * ut 


* 


* 


r 
but ſeeing he gave himſelf the Occaſion;' he 
ought not to have paſſed it over without one 
Word; now that Socinianiſm is growing upon 
us, and eſpecially when he was refleQing 
upon the Practice of the Church of Rome, in 
addreſſing to Saints and Angels, which is done 
© not as to Gadt, but as to Mediators and Iuter- 
ceſſors, and is therefore 4 Diminution of the 
rather than of the Father, as all true Pro- 
P 7 COIN INE” 
But whatever may be his Lordſhip's pri- 
vate Opinion in this Matter, or however cau- 
tious he might be of offending ſome particular 
Friends, yet both So and Holy Ghoſt are tobe 
worſhipped as well as the Father, or firſt Perſam 
of che Hoiy Trinity; nor can this Text be al- 
ledged to eaclude them. For Father here, as 
in many other Places, is to be underſtood of 
the Godhead, abſtractly, which comprehends 


all the Three Perſons equally, whatever 
Dr. Clarke has ſaid to the contrary : But to 


- 


enter upon this Controverſy, would be too 
710 Digreſſion here. Again, both Son and 

9% Ghaſt are Objects of Divine Worſhip, as 
well as the Father or firſt Perſon, becauſe 
equally. Partakers of the Godhead, as our 
Church and the Catholick Church have al- 
ways believed and profeſſed. Furthermore, 
Chriſt tells us, chat all, Men ſbould honour 
the Son, even as they honoar the Father, Joh. 
Ve. 23. if ſo, there can be no Doubt or 


Scruple 


( 405 
Scruple 1 of paying him all the Acts 
of Divine d borh * — hc 
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M d 4 neceſſary Qualification of Fee or 
may it be effectual without * A "ws 


b. Zr Axs WEA. 


HIS may be a Q in the 
anon oY 
Prayers in an unknown Tongue, which 
can never affect the Heart, nor kindle any 
Ardour; and where the Cuſtom is to 
mutter and mumble over Ave Mariet and 
 Pater-nofters, and other Parts of the Breviary 
in Company, with all the Haſte and' Pre- 
cipitancy with which they run over their 
Bedds. But I never expected ſuch a Query 
from Proteſtants, who have the Bible in 
their Hands, where he that runneth may 
read Prayer, both Publick and Private, as 
moſt frequently, and moſt 'exprefly com- 
manded, and made the ſtrict Du of all 
and every one. fo required to be per- 
formed with all: Earneſtneſs,” Fervour, and 
Im nity. All the Inftances of power⸗ 
ful and effectual Prayer in Sacred Scri- 
pture 


En 


3-403, a Oo AT A... 
- |. tb 


| Ao. od 


* 


ture were ſo. qualified, and ſuch Prayer 
is recommended by the Example of Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, and of our Lord him- 
fel 3 nor will be Calves of the Lips be ac- 
ceptable, if they be offer d only carelefly, 
coldly and indifferently; as S. James tells 
us, it is only the effeFual fervent Prayer 
| of a righteous Man availeth much, Jam. v. 16. 
Inſtead of Effectual, it would be more pro- 
per to ſay Forcible or Vehement, which the 
Original imports. n 
It b Fervour and Vehemency that makes 
| Prayer effectual, and the Reaſon why fo 
many Prayers, and ſo much Praying are 
ineffectual, is, becauſe perform'd very care- 
Jelly, and indifferently. It was there- 
fore very  imprudently done, to decry 
Flame and Intenſeneſs of Heat, without the 
eaſt Caution for preventing the miſtaking 
them for Fervour, Earneſineſs, and Intention 
ef Mind, which are neceflary Conditions 
and Qualifications of Prayer; eſpecially 
ſuch a Caution was requiſite, conſidering 
what a ſcandalous Cuſtom has crept in, 
and prevails in all the City and other 
Churches, where Quality, and ſuch as af- 
fect to be courtly, reſort ; I mean the Cu- 
ſtom of roving with the Eyes, ſaluting 


and bowing to one another, even while 


Fthey are ſaying» Almighty and moſt merti- 
B e em 


1 > 160) 
Fel Father, confeſſing their Sins, and de. 
Precating his Wrath, which is ber pate 
mocking God, and making a Jeſt of F 
The Church is the Houſe of God.iand 
they who come thither ſhould remember 
that they ate in the Preſence of the Mosh 
High; wherefore, not only Devotion, . but 
even Good - Manners, require all to mind 
God, and to concern themſelves. with non 
other, while there, at leaſt. while addreſy 
ſing Him, or hearing his. Word. The Jen 
in their Synagogues abroad, have written 
upon the Walls an Hebrew Saying, which 
imports, That Prayers without Attention and 
1, rntention, is like a Heart without 4 Soul ors 
Lit. Tbeſe People have need of ſome 
ſuch Advertiſement ;; for nothing can be 
more Irreverent. than their Behaviour in 
their Synagogues, and at their Service; a and b 
in Truth, many of our Congregations ar A 
not much better; ; Whiſpering, Laughing 
=- Nodding are become ſo common and 
aſhionable. This, Want of Seriouſneſs 
makes ſome well · meaning Diſſenters take 
Offence at our Excellent Liturgy, ignorantljſ 
attributing 0 t e Faults of undeceniſ 
And 169m 1: 7; 
It is only the Want of Devotion, and 
1 which hinders the Effica g 
* obſcures the Excellency of our 
Church. 
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Gierke ich is Acht jrably itt 
vel and well e . tlie 15 U. 
26d all the Fight End of Prayer z where. 
as the Prayers of? 8118 19 en e 
of all the Tribe e or Difenters part chart 
he Seoty 4 Sth Ms are wane 
Pera, Effi/fors, ey are Rha 1 n 
4 Nonſence, wit N any 8 prave decent 
Regard to the Vajeſty of COP; "ike the 
Ravings of one in 2 For, who, indeed. 18 
e ki de ſpeak to either Oer or the” King. 
W Bur neither. will God 1 heat on, 
who has no manner of C 6088 ment u 
bim, when he addreſſes them, and gl = 
„all che ny of a careleſs Indifferency, 
1 whether Addreſs will be ee or 
not. cue 
in What the Biſhop hath ald of the Lor 
q of Gs4, doth alfo want ſothe'Clearih ha 
+ Was need of ſome Corre&ie jon, Jeſt it be ſul- 
Ppectel that he would 2 all Warmth 
17 and Ardour' of Affection from the Love of 
God.” Love is an inward Paſſion, mbre 
and violent than any other, cor 
ding as the Object is known or eſteer 7 
If therefore” there be any; nowledge 0 
God, br ry Degrees of Love to Binn. 
the Ferrt wilt be warmd, and the Fund 
deeply. affected, as often as he is tbonght 
at Tris * that the Souf d ch 


5 D loves 


I, 4 


parteth: 
1 Soul. after 1 ul 2 15 fry 
eth for God, for the Living God. A ou 


Soul 2 70 thee, my Fleſb longeth for 
#hee. My Soul ſhall 1 Mer. 
rom and Fatneſs, | and my i 1 | ſhall | praiſe 
thee with joyful Lips. They who are 
Strangers to the Love of God, do nor, 
and cannot underſtand what a warm, ar: 
dent and violent Paſſion this is, which 
et is not uneaſy to the Mind, but both 
weet and pleaſant. As all Paſſions do 
readily tran the Perſon, who enter 
tains them, ſo no Wonder if this do ſo. Il -- 
Whetefore, as the Love of God takes place, - 
the Perſon ſhould be under a wiſe Dire- #- 
cor, and ſhould wiſely conſider the moſt |; 

prqper Way to give it Vent. Monkiſh and 
Contemplative Men, having no Occaſions | 
for Action, do often vent this Paſſion fax 3 
God, by extravagant, and not very war- 
rantable Speculations, which falling into 
the Hands of ſimple and unjudicious per- 
ſcns, do perplex their Minds with Doubts. | 
and Fears, The Love of God ſhould. was | 
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"Wl truly, will. do bis Wil, and keep bis Cm. 
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rated by meer Speculations, but 


: expreſsd by all thoſe wile and 
Actions in one's Power, which 
iy pleaſe God, and are for his Honour; 
id ſo, he that loveth God wiſely an 


ſhould 


and ment , as our Saviour and 8. Jobn both 
declare and enjoin ; by which Words of 
theirs, they do not give any Definition or 
Deſeription of the Nature of Divine Love, 
nor of its inward Effects upon the Soul, 
bot only ſettle the true Teſt of it, that 
none may either delude themſelves, or de- 
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ceive others, "IEF 


* 


KEY > - 5 * . > 4 . " X 9 * 
* * 
» * 9 * 

L : 1 £ 7 : * 

. * 6 . F q 2 

S 4 4 

% ® g 

* * 5 . U E ” P 4 4 2 - 

1 4 ' 8 
LL p arr a 


„% quite contrary a Nature to all. Eart 


IF 


Ir the Church, or Kingdom of Chriſt, of 
Y 
* 


= Kingdoms, or other Humane Societies, 
there can be no Parallel drawn betwixt them; 


and that the a it, is an Offer to 
change the Nature and Conſtitution of the 
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T 18 Lordfhip of Bangor holds the Af. 
A firmative ; it is the whole Scope 
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his late wma "gave 0 Occaſi ion to 
cheſe Queries; aud ek 75 5 Meaning of 
divers Paſſa 85 in ik. "thinks: tha ihe 
Church: of brift "is ſb much wilhaket, be- 

ue Men {4 mare it to Earth 
dats” and drawn, P \ 
them. His Words are, Pho. 24. of has 1 
groſſe eſt Miſakes in Jud ament, . the Ne 
ture of "Chriſt's Kingdom, or Church, bawe a: 
rh "OM . 3 That Men baue arg ned } 7 Fon 
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far Ka hi it, 15 oewbat on in- 
may * a 47 u, Or To, or Tienda Y 
on "bis Side; but be will be hard put to 
it, te, produce , any Man of rocks, Ancient WW? 
or Modern, to fayour it. But what mat- ra 
tet the Sentiments of- Men ?, Scrip ture „ 
thority out- weighs all; and he retends. if 
this Notion oh 1 .nec 27 onſequence 
of, his Text, M 1 if mot f this | 
World: 4 0 | 4 no! * * 
He begins 2 Sermon with x Com ovine 
of Miſtaking the Sound of , Words to the 
hp ice of Truth, which certainly is botli 
a great and too common Deceptionʒ 22 


wee! * made Wore very 1 25 old 


0 21), 
anifold- Inſtances, that bath ancient and | 
reſctit Herelics and Schiſms have been firſt 
W ee then ſupported by mi- 

nd ords,. . Ignorant 
. 8, , who bave mill 
ment, are. by this Means miſled 
e Man, ard 
ee herthy they lie in == yh 
eceibe d in all my Reading, T--cant 
ardly —— 2 greater Inſtanee of this 
b! 7 05 thai y hat £66 Biſhop bas he w- 
e his very Sermon ; fan he is ſo af- 

wi 


ith, the. tad, Sound of theſe 
img or. ſour W ards; not f tir World; 
Whas be: forgets, tho true Meauing of hie 
ext, and the plain Declarations of other 
eripture. This whole Diſcourſe, is No- 
ing., but an empty Echo of this mi- 
t taken: Sound. This brings to my Rememm» 
Prange, what L have read Yo the „ 
2» rhen they came firſt into the HN. ludies 
s. ans the Country, they often 
beir Way, and were drawn into great 
rs Pangers, — in the Night, by fol- 
+ Movingithe Voice of a Bird, which ſeemed 
| 2 Pawomes abs; alli, which in Spaniſb Is, 
er this may, which therefore they 
[ prehended:/was the Voice of their Fel- 
e nt Counreyamen. Even ſo bis Lord 
Þ, by the 9 Sound of — 
1 3 Wor 


« 22 ) 
Words, tas bas: bend drawn into a Thicke of 


* to Scripture, and to our Con- 
ſtixution of botii Church and State; for what 


diet the Doctrine of our Church ray the xx. 
Ax, and xxxvit Articles; aud which is worſe, 


bis Lordſhip has deliver d, doth flatly contrg- ro. 


he incurrs, by the ſecond Canon, an 3005 fatto” 


hereafter, 9 
be true End of kreahidg 


u rt 1 very . 


Excommunication, as thall be madè 2 Wer * 


much negleRed, and the wiſe f ip 


a. days often perverted. Texts are "choſen 


ſuch Texts as ſeem to Hatter private Conceits, 
er '\which have à Sound which may be a Pre- 
text for diſeourſing 
er Which is agreeable to the Intereſt of one 
or other Party. But Preaching was wiſely 8 


ledge of the Scripture, 9 
22 them — whole Counſel of God. 

ori this Cauſe, the very Phraſes of Scripture i 
ought to be attentively conſider'd, becauſe 
emphatical, and adapted to the Purpoſe by 


too much for Faſhion-ſake, and therefore f 
to ſomething of the Times, n 


inſtituted to lead People into the true Know. I * 
and thereby to ac- 


infinite and unerring Wiſdom: But the true n. 


Meaning of Phraſes and particular Texts can 
be ſurely known only by confidering the Oe- 
caſion and Scope of them, and by comparing 
one Place with another; otherwiſe the true 


| Senſe ay — 5 for following the IR 


ebe Yo: | | Sound 


d.t6 ns. . be loſt 
Sound too cloſely; the I ruth may be laſt, as 
the Biſhop has done. If he had chnſider'd 
the Text thus, he would not have ſeen any 
EGround for his Poſitions, nor any Warrant 
Wfor that Notion of the Church; or Criſs 
EKiogdom, which he would obtrude upon the 
Word, For as the Jews acculing our Lord 
n bimſelf Mug, for engaging Pilate 
" o.:condemn him, gave Occaſion to theſe 
„ds; ſo the only: Scope of them was to 
Prevent Pilate's having any Suſpicion of 2 
'WDclign upon the Roman Empire, or of any 
\Arrempr. againſt his Government; and the 
we Meaning of the Words, is only that 
Lbriſts Kingdom is not of that Nature, as 
" 89; interfere with other Earthly Kingdoms, 
r like them to be ſet up and continued by 
„ Putwerd Force ; which is farther intimated, 
y ſaying, Jf my Kingdom mas of this World, 
ald m Servants fight. The Phraſe 
ef this World, does nor, neither can de- 
Pote a perfect Contrariety in all Things, but 
a ia that particular Inſtance which gave 
Decaſion to, and was the Subject of the Diſ- 
Purſe; as the ſame Phraſe, Joh. xv. 19. 
Wherefore: the Biſhop might have inferred” 
dgically from his Text, that the Kingdom 
M Chrift did not overturn the Kingdoms of 
bis World, neither gave Power or Autho- 
e to deprive Kings of their Civil Rights, 
24100 f as 


| 3 the Pope doc | 


the To Tewp 1 Intereſt of: any 
| ri Schiſms and Diviions 11 th 
— — tes were true: and 


Warrantable: But to inſerr from the Ten 
that the Church and) Earthiy Kingdem ch. 
ſhould be ſo oppoſite as; tor agree in nge 
was a Violence to this Text; and a flat Gon. 
tratliction to Reaſon and ſo mnany plaia Texts 
that even Charity cannot Pelieee it 
from either Ignorar W or Lüadverteney. T he # 
Kingdom of Chrift And Earthily Kingdom 
have theſe Things in common; 1. That the 
Origies of both is from God. 2. That the 
SubjpRts of both are Men upon Earth. 3. uh $ 
bea ſopportet! by Order aud Unity: 
That Rule, — and Rucherit a al 
neceſſary far maintaining Order and Sony 
5. iP hat both ſhould be more or leſs Wifible. 4 
Teould give other Inſtances, but I ſhall on * 
name one, via. that both are intended to give 
Peace and Comfort even in chis World, This 
contradicts His Lordſhip's Scheme, but it f 58 
trueGoſpel ſor one of our Lord's Beatitudes i 
is inheriting the Earth; and & Pal ſaith, chef 
Gaatineſi las the Promiſe of this Life, 25 wel 
A that which 45:40 tome. Anil as thè Laws off 
2 hure lg ll * wy 7 
Goſpe 


5{pel enjoios paying it, and being in an th 
hs ſubject 15 both the King as Supreme, 
and to others under hin: 
As the Church and Kingdoms of this World 
agree in theſe ard ſome other Parriculats, ſo 
Whey differ in theſe. 1. That Earchly King- 
ems are many, and are limited, whereas che 
Church is Ode and Catholick, ot comprehen- 
e of all the habitable World. 2. That 
8 may and do often fail, 
but the Kingdom of Chriſt is perpetual: . 
WEarthly Kingdoms can only give the Peatè 
Jof this World, but by the Church there is 
alſo Eternal Life. 4. Earthly Kingdoms can 
only demand 6urwird Compllahce, but the 
Kingdom of Chriſt reacheth to Soul and. Con- 
ut ſcience. 5. The Power of Earthly.Kin gdòms, 
4. Neven the greateſt, can only affect the Bod 
ogand Goods, but the Power of Chi can calf 
J. oth Body and Soul into Eternal Miſery. 6. 
be Conſtitution of Earthly Kingdoms is 
i more the Or dinance of. Manz and ſo giveth 
more Place for human Policy, on which Ac- 
count both the Conſtitution itſelf is altera- 
ble, and the Laws and Statutes different and 
g changeable, as human Wiſdomi ſees fit, bea 
WT cauſe it is impoſſible ro adapt Human Devices 
el to all Places, Times, and JunQures: Whereas 
of the Church of Chriſt, is by Nature both Ca- 
be tholick and Permanent; the Laws of Chriſt 
e as | bind 
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N jeſe Inſtances, it may and doth appear ſWſuch 
| wha is common to . a 2 0 N 
f er * how they ſhould be diſtin. f 
5 here can — true Idea of the nd 
urch of Mil, if — either confounded 75 8 

ons oms, or repreſented zi 

: Fee: in all Things E 
"Thing cane. * 


CY T K 91 "IF 1 <> — 2 1 * - 
— NR nn Re 
WS VII. . 
0 | N. o 
1 5 
7 * 


N Fe 77 the Authority of Jeſus * ef f 
ch, that there be Rulers and Governor: 

:Charch ? And if ſo, What Deference ror 
* Ole are dae jo them? =D, 


Ans w A. 


THAT Jeſu Chriſt King, and as King 
„ Ig all Power and Authority, is unde- i 
giable and moſt evident. Again, that there | 
can or ſhould be no Power or Authority in the | 
Church, but what is deriv'd from:Chrift, ſub · 
ordinate to him, and altogether, exerted for 
his Service and Intereſt, is alſo pa 

0 


0 


he only rt chen „ Whether be has 


ippoinced any ſuch ſubor: inate Fowe, Ped 

Authority, or ? witerher oy ſuch m iy be 

pr OP 18 ?heceſſary ? If he inted 255 ; 

ſuch Thing; it © bot buff nt Set i ; 
| t 


ily MAtthority,” bur rhe acknowledging it; Au N 35 
in. mt the true King has not for aden 8 
bed that in its own ere it is moſt rea 
ed nd neceſſa "for\the Preſervation. FEED 


* vas oh x lat 
4 rom paz g. 11. to F 
Faſſages beter, ly 7 
4 Wcclare his Sentiments 'of ts 1 int. VIZ, 
What chere.ought to be n6i{ych, fubbrdinate 
Power and Autbotity, and that whoſoever 
fines it, or. exerts it, turns the Charch 
from being Chriſt's Kingdom to be his ou. 
Now, that they* who have not ſeen the 
WScrmon, may Tot ſuſpect me of charging 
him groundieſiy with a moſt abſurd Opi- 
non, I leave themſelves to judge whether 
N wrong him; "when, he ſaith expreſly, 1 that 


E Chriſt 


— 
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y 
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Eproſt is Sole King, Sole Lawgiver, Sole Tudge, 

4750 this Matter he delivers oy ry 
clearly, that hy the Phraſe Sg/e, he does 
not mean Jupreme, excluſive; of a Superior, 
Equal, ar Ca- Partner, but even alſq excluſive 
of all ſubordinate Officers, who may act by 
Deputation, Commiſſion, and Inſtruction. 

For he ſaith expreſſy, that Chriſe hath na 
reegerents, na Judges, no Langiperg, nor Wl + 

o much as Iuterpretent for giving the Sex/e i © : 
and Meaning of bis Laws : Now and then 
he inſerts, Ab/olutely, which is ambiguouſly if 
done, and far from any fair or honeſt In- 
tention, for qualifying his general Expreſ-W 
fions, and reſtraining them to the reaſona-i 
ble Meaning of ſuch. a ſupreme, uncon-i 
troulable Power like that of Chriſt ; for ii 
he had been fingerely cautious in this Matter, 
and afraid of being miſunderſtood as ex. 


cluding all ſabordinate and vicarious Power, i 
he wopld not, and could not have omitted " 
ſome' plain Intimation of it; But on tbe fe 
contrary, all is cunningly avoided, which © 
may favour the Belief of ſach a vicariou 1 
and ſubordinate Power either Lawful ori 2 
Neceſſary. Nay, Paz. 15. He aſſerts it to f 


be unlawfpl and dangerous, tending to the. 


Subverſion of Chriſt's Kingdom, becauſe bo ly 


gom never appeareth to interpoſe himſelf, To 
* * 0 0 
conclude, he lummeth u p his Sentiments off 


the Kingdom. of 7 it is eſſential to it, 
«. chat 1 himſelf be the Sole iver, 
e and Sole Judge of his Subjects, in all Points - 
relating ta the Favour or Diſpleaſure of 
by Almigliy Gad, and that all his Subjects, in 
on. what Station ſoever they may be, are e- 
na“ qually Sab jeds to him; and that no one 
of them, any wore than another, hath Aa- 


Subjects, or to impoſe a Senſe upon the o/4 
ones, which is the ſame Thing; or to 1 7 
“ cenſure, or puniſh the Servants of another 
4 Mafer, in Matters relating purely to Con- 


18 A or Salvation. 1 
This Opinion is ſurprizing, and ſingularly 
= New, Whenge 142 it 7 Does his Lord- 
ſhip. pretend Inſpiration? Let him ſhew his 
Credentials. No Divine Author doth teach 
it, nor yet any Human, Ancient, or Modern, 
who is of any Credit in the Learned World 
for either Senſe or Learning. This Opinion 


- 


us Things, the Law of Reaſon, ot the Declarations 
or 2 Chriſt , and his immediate Followers; 
to for it contradicts all of them. And what is 


the Conſequence of this Opinion ? Thar the 
Biſhop knows the Nature of CHriſt's King- 
dom better than he himſelf, and could have 
oF eſtabliſhed a more agreeable OEconomy in 
, N ELD it 


1. Et 


„ thority, either to make nem Laws for Chriſt's 


= could not be drawn from the Originals of | 


P 
-— . — —— 
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| 06 that Corp was as PER kinn | 
Ron Kingdom, and li Hes, 
oper Feliticks of it. i is 


4 ubleſioed what he road) er e owns its Au- 
* 1. Indeed, theſe Queſtions are 
4 bot he gives Occaſion to them, by, 
eredidag ſo Ratly, ſo e 0 N 
rene — is written t W 
For who does not read, "that ſhortly ace 
Chriffs Publick Appearznice, he choſe out 6f 
the Mukirude of his Twelve, whottt 
he called A4poſties, that is, Delegates of fis 
Power and Authority, as afterwards other 
Seventy, commanding both to Declare his 
Authority, to Execute his anda We and to 
Pr d the Doctrine of his Kingdom; to 
wh r all were obliged to ſubmit 


at their 12 r he e aid, Fle - 
bearril you heareth me that receiverh » 
recervetlh me, and he that deſpiſeth you = 
ſpiferh me, and him that ſent me, Thus 
while Chriſt was bodily prefent, he did not 
ee to himſelf all the Exerciſe of his _ 
an 


1 


xd. 3 boriry;but ſubſtitures others for a | 
ek Benefits af ir. fog | 


« 9 » 4 
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| retain, 1 
retai ned. Which Wards I: them far one 
4l the hag "FE Subjeits of Chriſt, and gave them 
a ſupreme, viſible Authority over them, tho? 
Rill ſubordinate to him who gave it. Nor 
were theſe Twelve all the viſible Officers af 
Chriſts Kingdom; for he himſelf. added to 
them Prophets, Evangeliſts, Paſtors, and Ta-. 
ebers, for Help and Government, that by this 
Means bis Kingdom might be ſpeedily ſet 

and the Ends of it effectuated. See 

- Cor, xii. 28. Eph. iv. 11. 
Thus nothing is e than that _ | 
Chriſt teſt his Church under t vernment 
of Vicegerents, Lang ivers, Jas es, and later- | | 
| 


preters. So that the Lord' of Hangors Scheme 
and Notion of Criſts Church and Kingdom -j 
do not agree with the fir {t State of it, but 1 


are in all Things contrary. Nor are then 
conſiſtent᷑ 


© *). 
EGalttent with wi was intended to Be «4s 
the ſucceeding State of it till his Coming uch 
again. — 

For when our Lord ſaid at parting from 

his Apoſtles, Lo I am with yod alway, even 
unto the End of the World; it was a plain In. 
timation, that neither their Office, nor the Mente 
Power and Authority annex d to it, ſhould | 
ceaſe wit; their Perſons, but be perperual. 
Accordingly, they who knew ed well 
our Lord's Will, being inſtructe 4 from his 
own Mouth, and unde the Guidante of an 
infallible Spirit; I ſay, even they, as the 
Church and Kingdom of Cbriſt increaſed, 
did ordain Elders or Biſbops in every City, DA 
where there were particular Churches, with e 
Power to ordain others, as there ſhould be 
Occaſion ; and their Inſtructions were to 8 
Rule and Command, to Cenſure and CorretF, to 
Teach and Rebake with al Authority, of which = 
the Epiſtles to Timorby and Titus are plain . 
Proofs, N theſe Texts, 1 Tim. iv. 
11. and v. 1, 17, 19, 20. 2 Tim. ii. 14: 
and iv. 2. Tir. 9, 11. and iii. 10. See 
alſo A#. us, 31. 1 Pet. v. 2. Now i 
theſe Inſtructions do neceſſarily ſuppoſe 4 
Power and Authority not = ro declare 
Cirif's Laws in the Words he deliver'd 
them, but to interpret them, and to give the 
true Senſe and Meaning of them; as alſo ro 
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ge how they were obſerved; and to puniſh | 


ing 


in 


. K. aK 


as under a Divine Obligation to continue this 


uch Sabjets of Cbriſt, as ttanſgreſſed and 
oppoſed them, which if altogether inconſ;- 
ent with Clxiſt's Supreme Authority, or if 
t was a, wreſting of C5rif's Kingdom out of 
is Hand, as His Lord ſhip .of Bangor repre- 


the lents it, ſure the Apoſtles would neither have 


njoined nor countenanced it. But that all 
ho were lawfully and duly Called to the 
Office of Biſbop or Overſeer had ſuch Power 
and Authority, does farther appear by the 
Charge which Ciſt himſelf gives to the A. 
gels, that is, the ſeveral Biſhops of the Charebes 
of 4%, Rev. ii. and in. For they would 
have been unjuſtly rebuked for tolerating 
bateful Doctrine, as that of the Nicolaitans, 


and the ſcandalous Practices of Jezebel, wbb 
Wealed herſelf 4 Prapbeteſi, if they had had no 
power nor Authority to ſuppreſs them. 


And as this was the Model and Conſtitu- 


tion of the Church in the Apoſtles Days, and 
immediately after, ſo all who had a Regard 


to their Authority, and to the Authority of 
him who ſent them, did look upon themſelves 


Model and Conſtitution ; ſeeing allo ic was 
the moſt. reaſonable and the moſt proper Me- 
thod; for preſerving the Church, for propa 
gating the Faith, and ſecuring the Purity of 


Faich, and the true Worſhip of God. For 


how could the Goſpel have ſpread, if it had 
11 ä not 


(34) . 
not been preach'd? Or how could the Trath, « 

it is in Chriſt, have been evident, if the e had 
not been viſible and authentick Witneſſes to at. 
teſt it! Was the natural Inclination in every 
Man after Chriſt and his Goſpel ſo great, as to 
carry them to ſeek after him, tho' never called 
upon, nor exhorted to it? And ſhould every 
one himſelf ſtudy the Original Languages, and 
former Cuſtoms and Tranſactions, that they 
may reach the Style, and comprehend the Senſt 
of chofe Books, in which the Goſpel is written! 
Could all of themſelves have fallen into the 
right Senſe of Scripture, or into the ſame 
Senſe? Could there have been any Unity a: 
mong the Subjects of Chriſt, without ſome Go- 
vernment? Could the Publick Worſhip have 
| begn per formed with any Decency, or to any. 
Edification, if there had been none who had 
Power more than another to regulate it, and 
to ſer Things in order? Certainly never No- 
tion or Scheme was more chimerical, than 
that which his Lordſhip gives of the King 
dom of Chriſt. But alas! it is not only chi- 
merical, and contrary to Common Senſe, but 
it is alſo dow right deſtructive of that King 
dom; For whenever and where · e ver his No- 
tion or Scheme takes place, there and. then the 
_ Kingdom of Chrift ceaſeth, and will be taken 
away becauſe what Chriſt hath in Wiſdom 
ordained a viſible Support of his Kingdom, is 
violated and deſpiſed. Whether his Lord - 
49: | 8 _ 


7 , : 
au ence knows,” it e 


Having made it appear, that Rulers and 
Governors are not inconſiſtent with the Au- 
thority of Jeſus Chriſt, but the neceſſary and 
proper Means of ſupporting it, according to 
his oon Command and Ordinance, which 
anſwers the firſt Part of the Query; I pro- 
cerd to the ſecond, wiz. What Deference and 
Obedjence is due to them. e ee 
1. There is a Reſpect and Honour due both 
to their Perſons and Office. The Office is 
chiefly to be honoured, becauſe of Divine In- 
ſtitution, and a Divine Contrivance for ad- 
vancing the Kingdom of Chriſt, which is the 
Glory of God, and the Salvation of Men. And 
as the Office ſhould for this Cauſe be honour- 
ed, ſo the Perſons ought to be treated with 
all ſuitable Reſpect for the Office ſake, and 
WF becauſe judged worthy of ſuch a great Truſt 
Wy aid Dignity ; if it be ſo that they have come 
fairly to it, are ſuitably qualify'd, and eſpeci- 
ally if they make Conſcience to exert them- 
ſelves for anſwering the Ends of their Office, 
and effectuating them. Let the Elders that 
rule well, be counted worthy of double Honour, 
eſpecially they who labour in the Word and Do- 
Arine, 1 Tim. v. 19, We beſeech you Brethren, 
to know" them which labour among you, and are 
ov o in the Lord, and admoniſh jou, and 10 
eſteem them wery highly in Love for their Works 
Pad ant F 2 ſake, 


ſake, 1 Theſſ. v. 12. * OP is more rea- 
ſonable, nor more neceſſary, than to honour 
the various Officers and Miniſters of the Civil 
Power; for this ſupports Authority, and ren - 
ders it uſeſul, which other wiſe would, fall into 
Contempt, and fo. become unſerviceable for 
Civil Defence and Protection. The Intereſt 
of the Civil State is certainl of great. Impor- 
tance, but the Importance of Chriſt's Kingdom 
is yet greater, and therefore there is all Rea- 
ſon for, and all. Obligation to thoſe Methods 
and Meaſures which may ſerve Us Iatereſt, | 
and tend to its Advancement. | 
All that are called to the H. = of the Mini. 
firy, and all the Officers.of the Church, how- 
ever diſtinguiſhed, ought to be deeply affected 
with their Work and Truſt; and are under | 
great Obligation oe taking beed. to E e 
that they give none O pr ca am Thing, that the 
MPs et planes: ey ſhould ia 4 Things 
approve 1 e niſters of God, 2 Cor. 
w. 3. But whether they do or not, their In- 
firmities, their Failings and Miſcarriages ſhould 
not be made uſe of, as Arguments agaioſt the 
Miniſtry in general, or any particular Office 
in it; for it becomes every one to acquieſce 
humbly to the Will and wiſe OEconomy of 
God. who has thought fit to truſt and commit 
his Heavenly Treaſures into Earthen Veſſels, that 
the Excellency of the Power may be of God, and 
m0! "_ vr, 2 Cor. iv. 7, Ith bath ples the 
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Wiſdom of God, by weak and anworthy Men, 
as Well as hy What ſome call he Fooliſbneſs of 
Preaching, to ſaue them that believe. The Dig - 
nity and Importance of the Apoſtolical Office 
were not ĩimpaired by Judas — one of the 
Twelve, who was called by Chriſt himſelf, as 
ſor other Reaſons, ſo to 1 us not to 
be offended when it -pleaſeth the Providence 
of God for puniſhing a People, or for ſome 
other ſecret End, to permit ſome vile, baſe, 
or treacherous Perſon to invade any Office of 
the Miniltry..j If a bad Man be Judge, the 
Office is not leſs Honourable, nor his Arreſts, 
2 and Deciſans leſs Valid. Neither do 
of Miniſterial Ads depend on the 
—— of the — who adminiſters. 
When Caſes of Conſcience are to be reſolved, 
it is not Prudence to be indiflerent who is con: 
ſulled; for none are fit for reſolving them, N 
but the wiſe, learned, upright, and truly good 
Men. But AMuniiſterial Adi have their Vertue 
from the la isut ion of Chriſt, and the Autho. 
rity of the Church, and conſequently are truly 
Effectual, hen performed hy any one, who 
obſerves ſtrictly — Inſtitation, and the Ia. 
ſtreQions.of — about it, whatever be: 
his Perſonal Merit. This ſhould be ſeriouſly 
conſider di and often-incultated for correcting 
dhe too — Errors and Prejudices of 
ſame now. a. da ys, who break the Peace and | 
"oy of the Church, by exalting ng | 
Wit | 
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with'ſome, and depreſſing it with others, as 
they are pleaſed or diſguſted at thePerſon who 
adminiſters. We are, alas! at preſent, divided 
like the Charch of Corinth, ſome crying Paul, 
others Apollo, or Cephas, as if following one ra- 
ther than another, would be more beneficial to 
Salvation: What is Paul? What is Apollo? 
What is Cephas ? They are only Miniſters, and 
2 particular Communion with any of them 
is only valuable, as it brings into Communion 
with the Catholick Church, which gives us 
Fellowſhip with Chriſt. Fhere is therefore no 
Reaſon-to have any one's Perſon in Admirati. 
on, to the Prejudice of another, who is as duly 
mumon with the Carholick Church can be 

had only by the Means of particular, viſible 
Churches; ſo the ſchre neither to be embraced 
for the Sake of Men, nor yet abandoned out 
of Prejudice to ien, hut according to the 
Saundneſs of their Doctrine, the Purity of 
their Public Worſtip, and their Conformity 
in alh Points to Diuine and. Apoſtolical Iaſti. 
tutions; ſuch as, Bleſſed be God is yet in:this' 
Church, ſo that there is no Excuſe ſor either 
going over to Rome; or — any 
priuate Meeting: ni e 217 
But to returi to the Quer ia hand. As Spi- 
ritual Rulers and Governors ought to be he- 
nout d, ſo obey d. Oley rhem that haue the 
Nals over god, and ſubmit yourſelves,” for (they 


watch 


a unleſs they be obeyed. The very appointing 


ed obligeth to it. If Obedience may be lawfully 
ut refuſed or diſpenſed with, then there is no Uſe 
of Rulers, Government is at an End, and the 
of WW Kingdom goeth to Ruin; for when every one 


(39) 

watch for your Souls, as they that maſt-give an 
Account, that they may do it with Joy, and not 
with Grief, for this is unprofitable for you, 'Heb. 
ni. 17. Here firſt Rulers and Governors in 
the Church are ſuppoſed ; for it is they only 
who watch for Souls. And by Verſe 7. it ap- 
pears, that they were Ralers which ſpoke the 
Word of the Lord, and conſequently interpreted 

in and gave the Meaning of it, and judg'd 
how-thoſe under them obſerved it, and whe- 
ther they underſtood it aright. Again, Obe- 
dience to ſuch Rulers is here plainly and ex- 
prefly enjoin'd, than which nothing can be 
more reaſonable. 0 RW 
For it is to no purpoſe to appoint Rulers 


them ſuppoſeth the Duty of Obedience, and 


taketh.the Liberty to do only what is right in 
his own Eyes, few ſtudy or mind what is 
right in the Sight of God, or for the Publick 
Good, which made a dear * Father of the 
Church ſay, that arbitrary Obedience was worſe 
than arbitrary Power, and more deſtructive of both 
Church and State, Diviſions immediately fol- 
low, and if we believe our Lord, « Kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand ; which he 


A ccougall Biſhop of Aberdeen, 
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ſpoke 
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ſpoke as a general true Maxim in reference to 
f this World. It is the Intereſt of all King : 
_ to be _—_ ary Uaity in the Church 
and of r Neither the End 
of this Kingdom can be promoted, nor tlie Bleſ. 
ſings entailed upon it enjoyed, but ſo far as lt 
its Unity is obſerved and kept; therefore this 2 
Unity is ſo much - preſſed, and it is made 4 t 
ſtrict and neceſſary Duty upon all, both to 
pray for it. and endeavour it. But both 
Prayers and Endeavours ate to no purpoſe, 
unleſs Obedience be paid to the Rulers and 
Governors of the Church, when they /peak zo 
as the W. ord of the Lord. and enjoin What is of] 
neceſſary and expedient for obſerving it. All 
hitherto, that ever pretended to Common 
Senſe and Reaſon, and had not ſome ſiniſter 
Deſigo, have had this Sentiment of Unity, and i 
of the reaſonable Submiſſion to Rulers and Pa · 
ſtors for effectuating and preſerving it. 

| But his Lordſhip of Bangor neither thinks 
Unity among Chriſt's Subjects neceſſary, nor a 
Submiſſion to Rulers ſafe or lawful; for by 
this means, in his Judgment, the Church is 
changed from the Kingdom of Chriſt, to be 
the Kingdom of Men, whether they act in 
their own Name; or under Chritt, in order to 
carry on the Euds of bis Ming dom, pag. 14, 15. 

In human Society, according to his a 
„ ES. 8 be . chere 
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there is no Danger of lodging a Power of 
not Minterpreting Laws, and of judging People, be- 
og: Neauſe the ſupreme Legiſlator is at hand, and 
Witneſs of what paſſeth, and ſo can reſume 
his own Power and Authority, when others 
abuſe it. But there is now no Recourſe to 


Chriſt, he is no more in his Church, and 
therefore ſubordinate Rulers and Paſtors 


's Mare of no Uſe, and it is dangerous to hearken 


fo them, Teſt they become Ning, in Chriſt's 
feud, and wreſt 515 Kingdom ont of his into 
their own Hand; if I can underſtand plain 
Erpliſh, this is his Lordſhip's Meaning, 
and the Scope and Subſtance of his Argu- 
In anſwer to the former Part of this 


Query, I have proved clearly, that by the 
Ordinance of Chriſt hitnſelf, as well as Ex- 


ample, there ſhould be Rulers and Paſtors 


in his Church; therefore, what his Lordſhip 
faith, is a bold correcting Chriſt's own OE- 


conomy towards his Church, and the Rea- 
ſon he gives for it is weak to his Purpoſe, 
and ſtrong againſt him; for the Neceſſit 


of ſubordinate Rulers and Judges ariſet 


from the Abſence of the Supreme. Has he 


never read, or has he forgot that it is writ- 


ten, Mal. ii. 7. The Prieſt's Lips ſhould keep 
Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Lam et 


(42 ) 
his Mouth, fer he is the Meſſenger. of the Lord 
f Hoſts 2 And as it was thus under the 
Law, fo. it. ſhould be under the Goſpel, 
as is plainly. intimated, Epbeſ. iv. 11, 12, 
Among the many choaking Things © 
this Sermon, there is hardly one more ſur- 
Prizing, than his ſaying twice, at leaſt if 
That Chriſt never interpoſeth himſelf. If 
this had dropt from one of our M. 
DFree-thinkers, it had not been ſtrange; But, 
now ſtrange that one ſhould ſay ſo, who 
may very well be ſuppoſed: to believe 2 
God, and a ſpecial Divine Providence to- 
wards the Church? If Chriſt never inter- 
poſe himſelf, Where is bis Promiſe of per- 
petual Preſence. with his Church? And 
ſhall he be accuſed of Falſhood for ſaying, 
That the Gates of Hell ſhall neuer prevail 
Againſi bis Church | which yet muſt be, if 
it be true that he has totally withdrawn 
his: Light and Truth, and neither given 
nor continued the neceſſary Means of ſaving 
Knowledge, amidſt the various contradifory 
Opinions of Men about it. But if the very 
.contrary be true, then it is moſt falſe to 
ſay, that Chriſt never interpoſeth himſelf for 
the Intereſt of his Church, and Direction 
of Men. Muſt all ſignal and remarkable 
A ; Manife- 


Manifeſtation of Chriſt be denied, becauſe 
he. never deſcended from Heaven bodily? 
He was not bodily preſent on the firſt Pen- 
ecoft, yet Peter lag of that miracu- 
ous Effafion, faith, He hath” ſhed forth this, 
phich ye now ſex and hear. Where is his 
ordſhip's Knowledge of Church Hiſtory ? 
ould he have read it ſo careleſs, as not 
o be ſenſible of the many viſibly Divine 
nterpoſitions in Fayour of Truth, and for 
xpoſing Hereſy and falſe Doctrine? Does 
e not know that the whole Body of Pro 
eſtants, in Oppoſition to the Church of 
Rome, have evidently proved, that there 


- {vere every where, and in all Periods of 
ber- Time, living Witneſſes of thoſe Truths 
\nd Fvhich we profeſs, who alſo remonſtrated 


zgainſt thoſe Errors and Corruptions which 
ere introduced? Was not this a conti- 


if med Interpoſition of Jeſus Chriſt 2 And 
wn hat does his Lordſhip think of the Re- 
ven Formation? Was not that ſudden Light, 
ing {#25 not that extraordinary Zeal, which then 


Ippeared, a moſt conſpicuous Manifeſta- 
ton of Chriſ# in behalf of his Church, 


to nd of that Truth which is committed to 

for ts keeping? For ſome Ages the World 

eh 7as lying in groſs Ignorance, but then in- 
le 


antly, and every where, there ſtarted up 
185 17 eminent 


minent Men, WL with all * and 
9 wha alſo were of one Mind, 
as_ to all neceſſary and material Point: 
Who, then 5 7255 this to have been 

pecial. Providence, a Divine In it ion 
pa the Diſcovery of Truth, and the detect 
ing. deeply rooted: Errors? Truth proves 

x, when duly and ſeriouſly conſider d, 
wy; © every Thing which awakens to the 
Conſiderarion of it, is an oy poſition iq 
its bebalf. Cannot Cbriſt be ſaid to inter. 
poſe, unleſs he appear to every one, 2 
be did to Sau! ? Cannot the Truth be 
known without an infallible Spirit? Muſt 
a Miracle be wrought for deciding ever 
Controverſ y . So the rich Man in Hell 
thought it would be more Expedient fa 
convincipg and converting his Brethren, 
that one went to them from the Dead; 
but what ſaid Abrabam 2 They baue Mole 
and the Prophets, if they. he: not then 
veit ber will * be perſuaded, tho' one rofl 
from the dead. It is ſufficient that Men 
have the Means of Knowledge; if the 
will not uſe them, or do uſe them on 
careleſly, their Ignorance and Error ar 
inexcuſable. The Scripture is able t: 
make all that are willing, wiſe unto Salv: 
tion; its Divine Authority has been. fut 
ficient! 


(45) 
fciently atteſted, and the true Senſe. of it 
may be attained; by the ordinary Aſſiſtance 
of that Grace which is promiſed in the 
uſe of thoſe. Helps and Means which God 
has given us ; ſo that a miraculous or ex- 
traordinary Iatemeſition is not always ne- 
cellary, tho neither can it be denied but 
that the Church bas been ſometimes fa- 
not the ſincere Love of the Truth, nei- 
ther hold it in Righteouſneſs, as he has 
threatned, ſo God often giveth them up to 
Blindneſs, groſs Errors, aud ſtrong Deluſi- 
ons, as he did to theſe Nations from the 
Year Forty One; but unleſs he be pro- 
volk d to withdraw the Seat of his King» 
dom altogether ,. he alſo uſually in Mercy, 
- at proper Times and Seaſons, interpoſeth 
and reſtoreth. the Lighe' of his Truth. 
Wherefore, let us not fear the Return of 
that Legion of Devils and unclean Spirits, 
which. render Men impatient of divine 
and human Reſtraints, and which do ſtill, 
as for ſome time paſt, ſtruggle to break 
thro'- them, for reviving all ancient Here- 
ſies, and encouraging modern Delufions : 
The Trial may prove to our Advantage, 
and Chriſt has Power to caſt them out, and 


we hope he will in bis due time, unleſs the 
| | Reve- 


r 
Reverend Mr. Herbert be 2 better Prophet 
chan a Poet, Who in his Church Militant hath 


* 
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Religion ſtands on Tiptoe in our Land, 
Read to paſs to the American Strand, 8 
Men Height of Malice, and prodigious Lufts, 
Jupudent Sinning, Witcherafts and Diftruſts, 
"The Marks of fature Bene ſhall fill our Cup 


hen Chriſt ' the King ſeeth it neceſſary or 
expedient, he will inter poſe himſelf in ſome 
proper Manner; for he will not forſake his 
Church. Bur as it doth not become us, to 
preſcribe to him, when and how, or in what 
manner he {hould interpoſe; fo *tis our Duty 
to uſe carefully the Means, and to keep cloſe 
by thoſe Methods which he has eſtabliſh'd in 
the Church, v:z::the Miniſtry of the Word 
and Sacraments, and the ſubmitting ourſelves 
to thoſe that are over us in the Lord. The 
Rule and Meaſure of this Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience, is to be taken from the Top Scrir 
pture ; for Rulers, Governors, and Paſtors, 
are not appointed Deſpotick Lords, and fo 
ought neither to be heard nor obeyed blindly 
with an implicit Faith; they are not intended 
for laying aſide Reaſon, or rendring Walon. 
| 1888 Ry 
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ble Faculties uſeleſs ; but on the contrary, for 
alhlting our Faculties, that our Reaſon and 
Knowledge may be more eaſily improv'd and 


perfected. Wherefore, both in hearing and 


obeying Spiritual Rulers and Guides, we 
{hould follow the Example of the Noble Bere- 
ans; who when they heard even the Apo. 
ſtles, ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether theſe 
Thinps were ſo. As no Art or Science can be 
learn'd without a Teacher, ſo neither Faith 
and Divine Knowledge ; but a Teacher is 
requiſite for helping one to conceive and un- 


derſtand aright by himſelf the Myſtery of the 


Art and Science; ſo that he may be ſenſible 
of it, and able to talk E about it, 

Which any of ordinary Capacity may do, if 
he heatken attentively to neceſſary Inſtructi- 
ons. He who has made any Proficiency in 
any Science, can eaſily judge, whether what is 
ſaid be agreeable to the Principles of it. So 
Spiritual Doctors and Paſtors ſhould be heard 
with Reverence, ſuitably to their known 
Learniog, Judgment, and Integrity : But the 
Doctrine of the Wiſeſt and Beſt ſhould be 
examined, not only becauſe none are infalli- 
ble; but becauſe all and every one ought to 
ſee with their own Eyes, hear with their 
own Ears, underſtand with their own Hearts, 
and be both ready and able to anſwer every one 


who asketh 4 Reaſon for the Hope that is in them. 


Likewiſe 


io). 
| iſe in obe . Care. ould be fakeh 
9 wh bros eit Commands be Law. 
fol; for nothing Unlaw'ful, that is, forbidden, 
ſhould be done in regard to any huthan Au. 
thority whacſbever. © But as Paſtors and Ru. 
lers ought not tb he obeyed” in Thing Ay 
EwWful, fo neither ſhould Obedience 
_ _ in 1 Mes * . 7 an 
pr udges of what is e fit : And] 
tho? they ſhould err here tob, yet complying 
wich theſe Miſtakes is leſs dangerous, and 
not of fo evil Conſequence as refuſing Obedi 
ence, which is a Throwing off their Aarho-| 
fity, and a 2 of bee Govern. 
ment. give Arcount of himelfl 
ro God, and uſe age Eok it not of Faith 
is Sin, therefore lt every Man be fall per. 
faded in his own Mind, both of the Truth off 
whar he believes, and of the Lawfulneſs off 
what he does; Which he takes no Cate of 
but winds lictle, who defpiſeth TnſtroRion, 
neither x pays a Regard to ry and reaſonable 
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Authority. It would be Rudeneſs to affront 
A Guide, who lach the Reputation of Ho- 
neſty, and of being skilld in the Way he 
bndertakes: Bur neither does the juſt Ref pect 
25 a Guide require the putting out of the 

wy Vo: blindfolding one's Self, or the doing 
a tolence to Senſe or Reaſon, | e 


Thus | 


% 


as 
Thus T have fully anſwered the Qaery in 
both Parts, and hap plainly ſhewed, chat as 
there is both Reaſon and Divine Authority 
for Rylers, Governors, and Interpreters..jn 
the Church, ſo that there is a Deference and 
Obedience due to them, as I have explain'd 
and ſtated it. No reaſonable Liberty is taken 
from any,' not Way open'd, or Encourage- 
ment given to any Ulſurpation in, or over 
the Church of Chrif. And I am very poſi- 
tive, that who- ever denies what I have ſaid 
on this Point, is either blind and ſadly de- 
luded, or does wickedly intend to pull down 
Cris Kingdom, by diſſolving the Union 
chat ought to be among Chriſt's Subjects, and 
688 by removing the neceſſary Means of Faith 
nud Goſpel-Righteouſneſs. 


1 * 
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2 Quezexy VIII. 
Cas the Magiſtrate, or Civil Power lawfully 
intermeddie with Matters of Religion, and add 
the Civil Sanittion of Temporal Rewards and © 
*  Daniſbments, to the Spiritual Sandtions of 
Cbriſt⸗ Laws? — ee PINE 


ANS WER. 


Hould I anſwer this Query negatively, I | 
would be liable to a Premunire for af- | 
| H fronting 
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fronting. our rn as unlawſul, 
and ald incurr ati %% {fo Excommunica« 
tion, which the ſecond Me appoints; how 
his Locd(hip wtf eſcape eiche, I know.,nox 
Bur as from Pg. 11. to Pg. 17. he has an 
Sued for overturning our Beclſiſtica! Conſt 

ration," in Contradiction to our xx and. xx. 
Articles; ſo from Pag. 17. to, Pg. 23. heres 
preſents our Civil Co: itution A$ contrary to 
_ the Kingdom of Chrif. From the Reforms: 
tion down to the Niſſolution of our Go vern- 
ment by the e and the Uſur- 
pation of Crommel; 


; and again, from the Re- 
ffaurat jon down to this Time, our State has | 
got only taken the Church under its viſible 
Protection, but alſo intermeddled with all 
its Concerns, and defend:d our Doctrine, Wor | 
ſhip, and Diſcipline, by Civil Sanctions of Tem. 
Penalties, and Negative Diſcouragements. 

All which is unlawful by the Do&rine of 
this Biſhop in this Sermon. According to 
his Lord ſhip's Opinion, our Government ar 
Times 4 Tear invades the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
does Violence to its Nature, and to the Spi- 
ritual Rights and Privileges of Chriſt's Sub- 
jects; for ſo often the 4% againſt Prophane- 
eſs is appointed to be read, by which the 
Juſtices of Peace are required'to puniſh ſuch 
V ices as are ſpecify'd, which are all Breaches 
of Chriſt's Laus, with out ward * 
ee n Wes ee 


a; 
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How to recor ip 5 Fee 
with the conſtant bradc 122 our State and 
Civil Government, is beyond my Skil; and 
whether his Lordſhip oe this Dectrige 
for eaſing. out OWN t of this Cate lor 
che Chufch and Religion; 50 farwro, 1 s lege 


the Enquiry to others. 
But to ſpeak” 5 the. To before „ab- 
rating from hjs Lordſhip's | fre Geog 


ir bas been je Jeder and of late ver 
army; and if 1 may Have Leave rd Teak 
freely, moſt who have hatidled the Matter, 
have conſulted their Prejudices and Intereſts 
more than Truth, and for remedyiag one 
Eoil or Inconvepience, have ig con Aral 
run into anorher, perhaps greater. As bo 
Partiſans of the Pope ate for diveſting the 
Civil Magiſttite of all Juriſdiction over the 
Church, and in Matters of Religion; ſo ſome 
Proteſtants * hav too much to the Civil Power, 
and others do not give what is due... Our 
Church, as in moſt other Things, ſo in this 
Matter, runs in to no Extremes, bur keeps the 
middte Way, Which commonly is the Way 
5 Truth. fler 1 Doctrioe in this Point is 
ſer forth At. xxxvii, and by the fr? and ſe 
eond Canon. By Which, there is given to 
Kings, and the Supreme Magiſtrate, hat 
Power which the woo Kings of Jada, and 


= firſt Chriſtian Emperors had, and exer- 
H 2 _ cated 
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Fe 
gioa, as calling Synods ang Councils, confirmi 
5 er Dierees fe fort Editts in favour of 
Doctrine, Worſhip, and Religions Prattices, and 


'7 niſbing Tranſgreſſors with Temporal Penalties, 
That the god ref of Judah did this by 


the Command and Approbation of God, any 


may read in Sacred Hiſtory. - And that the 


"firſt Chriſtian Emperors did fo likewiſe, with 
Conſent of the Biſhops and Clergy, is well 


known to all who are acquainted with CH 


Hits, _ Conſtantine told ſome Biſhops 
whom he. entertain'd, that «s they were Biſhops 


within, ſo he was Biſbop without ; meaning, 
that as the Internal and Myſtical State was 
committed to them, ſo Was the External v 
Stare and Polity committed to him. And is | 
his Letter to the Churches, about the Vicene 


Council, he faith, f that out of Gratitude to 


Tod for the proſperous State of the Empire, he i 


judg d it his Daty, and propoſed nothing more 
gent „ than ibat where throug haut the 
C bolt Church, there ſhould be one Faith, un- 


ſhip of the true Almighty God. - 


— — — — 
XXI 8 ; 
* 
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making 


El vie. Gfl. Lib. Iv. Cop. 
1 lid. Lib; III. Cp. XVI. 75 
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feigned Charity, and an uniform, agreeable Wore 


bo Aud that all Civil Fowers ſhould follow | 
his Example, is imply'd in the Promiſe of 
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Fathers, and Queens 
like may be gathered 


meddle with Religion, or Religious Matters. 
The Magiſtrate iS the Miniſter of | God, and 
ell therefore ought to uſe his Intereſt and Au- 
thority for the Service of God, and promotin 

his Glory. Religion is a great Support 
Government, for it maketh People obey for 
J Conſcience Sake; it is effectual for procuring 
Peace, and other Temporal Bleſſings, for 
which Cauſe it is both the Duty and Intereſt 
of the Civil Supreme Powers of the World, 
to do all that in them lies for preſerving the 
Church, and encouraging true Religion with- 
n their Dominions. And that they may act 
in this great Concern, both ſincerely and 
wiſely, they ſhould not give way to Fancy, 
or private Conceits; they ſhould not conſult 
worldly Politicians, who only mind what 
may be ſerviceable to their Intrigues, which 
& ſeldom aim at the Honour or Intereſt of the 
King, or the Publick Good: But they ſhould 
ſtudy the Word of God, as is enjoin'd, Deut. 
xvii. They ſhould have wiſe and good Men 
about them, for leading them into che true 


Senſe 


i . . 
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| Senſe and Meaning of. . pig wha whit | 
declares the Will . Mind 0 
ſhould ſearch but the ableſt and moſt Aube 
Miaiſters of Chrit, and beſtow on them the 


Marks of Favour, and ſhould give all Encou . to 
ragement'to the Seminaries of Learning andWitu 
Piety; that fit and able Men for the Miniſtry 
of s Word and Sacraments. may nover bef | 
wanting ; in a word, cn oops ftrenuouſly e 
maintain all good Eftabli ments, and make Me 
no Changes ra Lov without the deliberate and Mut 
welkeoncerted Advice of ſuch as are duly man 
called, and well qualify d for the Work of the 
Sacred Miniſtry, ad is the viſible Means wh 
of ' ſupporting che true Kingdom, of Chrift, Proc 
and of propagating it. By this Method, Wand. 
Kings will become true Nurſing Fathers, and jp 
Queens Nurſing - Mothers, which will endear Iſert 
them to Chriſt, and to all his true Subjects, Ape 
and cauſe them to be had in r Re- Meir 
 membrante with Honour. rar 
Thus auy may be fatisfied, that the Civil for 
Powers ha ve Authority to meddle in Mat- 
ters of Religion; and if ſo, Civil Sancti. 
ons of temporal Rewards and Puniſhments M4; 
are not unlawful, but proper and meceſ- 17. 
ſary, becauſe there are none other in their Min 
Power, and becauſe without ther, all their 
AS; and Baia, would avail nothing. A 


Regard only to temporal Rewards will ne- 
ver 


"(iy 


er recommend to Heaven, but they who 
believe neither Heaven nor Hell, could be 
Pbliged to à good Behaviour by the Fear 
of Penalties. It was only proper for Chriſt 
So annex to his Laws the Sanctions of fpi- 
Witual and eternal Rewards, becauſe he af. 
Wamed- no Civil Power or Authority; and 
hen his Goſpel is preached, the inviſible 
erert of ibe Lord ſhould: only be uſed, 
becauſe we call upon Men to walk by Faith. 
it outward Rewards are ſuitable to hu- 
mane Authority, and alſo may be the Oc. 
Wcafion of à wiſe Conſideration. of thoſe 
zhich- belong to the other World; as the 
e Wants brought him to himſelf, 
And to think on returning to his Father. 
It is ſtrange that the Biſhop ſnould af 
ſert ſuch Inconfiſtency betwixt the Pro- 
este of eternal and tem Rewards. 
Cet bimſelf doth not 0 5 the con- 
[ory y, he enjoineth outward” Puniſhments 
or ſuch as will not be obedient to the 
Church. Doth he not ſay, If be negle# ta 
bear | the Church, let bin . wnto thee as 4 
Heat hen Max, 2 a Publican 2 Matt. xxvili. 
17. Iſoppoſe, his Lordſhip knows that this 
imported more than a vegative Diſcourage- 
nent. Did not Peter forget the Nature of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, or the Tenour of his Laws, 
hen he pronounc'd Auanias and 2 
01 dea 
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RR 
dead for their Sacrilege > Did S. Paul lay 
aſide the Terrors of the Lord, when he com- 
manded the in _ Man to be — . 
over to Satan for the Deſtru@tow of the Fleſh? 
Does not te Apoſtle tell us, that be- 
cauſe of that groſs Abuſe of the Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper among the Corinthians, 
many of them were weak, fick, and even 
fallen 4ſeep, that is, puniſned with Death? 
How then can one deny the Lawfulneſs of 
outward Puniſhments in the Church? When 
the Church had not the Protection of the 
Magiſtrate, it had Power of itſelf to inflict 
qutward Puniſhments ; but now that the 
Magiſtrate is Chriſtian, it is left to him a 
proper, and he ſhould do it; nor can theſe 
outward Reſtraints be complained of; the 
are moſt juſt and reaſonable, and can of- 
fend none bug ſuch as would be at a Pub- 
lick, not Li h, but Licentiouſneſs to con- 
tradict and gppoſe. our eſtabliſh'd Reli- 
gion. If one had preach'd this Sermon, 
or this Part of it, in the Reign of the late 
Ning Tuner. all would have concluded that 
the Preacher was in the Deſign of takin 
off the Penal Statutes, And if they ſhou] 
be taken away in behalf of others, why 
not alſo in Favour of Papiſts ? They are, 
like others, the pretended Subjects of Chriſt, 
as well as the true Subjects of this _ a 
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dom, anfiverable to:Chrift; and obliged to 
conſider the Terrors of the Lord ʒ tho we 
thiak them groſiy miſtaken, yet . ſeri - 
auſly believe themſelves in the Right; and 
ſa, if the Biſhop's Reaſons be good, they 
ought to have ſame the Liberty as others, 
for Partiality is ſnameful. Let none be con- 
eve to profeſs what he believes not, nor 

1 from prufeſſing what be believes, 
which is the Biſhop's Scheme, and chen 
ſhall be fulfilled what the Spirit ſpeaketh ex- 
preſly. of the latter Times, 1 Tim. iv. 1. and 
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1 bigbly e ae all whe aim at Salva- 
tion, to enquire into the right Notion 
) of Faith, which is the neceſſary and in- 
1d diſpe nſable Condition of it. Eternal Life is 
y the f free Gift of God, and ſo cannot be expect- 
e, Jed on our Terms, but muſt be taken on | uch 
2, Terms as he pleaſeth to propoſe. That 


g- Faith is required, is ſo evident, that none 
N, a TY | I can 
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can deny it: But there is a falſe: and tiny 
Spirit gone out into the World, which ſe- 
duceth into Unbelief by 

af that Faith on which Life and Salvation 
are promiſed, paring away all the Diffical- 
ties of it. and du indting it Ino almoft dio. 
thing ; fo that tho? the Phraſe be kept, the 
Meaning is Joſt, and by this mea _— 
are counted Belrevers,” who, according 
Scrip are, depert from God by an: evil F wy 
of Unbeliefs \ + 0 
Who would know whit: ſaving Faith is, 
muſt confider- theſe Things: 1. That the 
Truth or Veracity of God, is the Reaſon 
for believing, and an undeniable Reaſon 1 
for it is a Demonſtration; 2. That the 
Word of God is the Rule and Standard of 
Faith. Sincere Faith is wanting, if any 
Thing be denied which God bath e 
nor is Faith perfect, unleſs all he ſaith be f 
ſtudied and embraced. 3. By the Word of 
8600, Jeſur, who is ſet forth i in the Goſpel, 
is a ſpecial Object of Faith; all are Unbe- 
lievers, who — — _ receive him. 
4. He propoſed himſelf, and was preached 
by the Apoltlgs to be the Meſſich. 5. The 


of God, and ſhut up in Unbelief, becauſe 
they would not believe him their Melfi ab. by 
hows they could not — 1 


fal, 


Jews were caſt off from being the People 1 


eich; for the Socini aur, and others who 


+ | 
fab, without believin and-acknowledging 
that in him were fulfilled all the Promiſes 
and Pro about the Meſſiah, for theſe 
were the Proofs, and the only Proofs x and © 
fo a5 ſoon as he was acknowledged: Mah, | 
there followed an 'Acknowledgment of the 
Myſteries of his Nature, Perſon, and Offices, 
that is, his eternal Godhead, 'his Incarna- 
tion, bis miraculeus Birth of a Virgin, his 
meritorious Death with the Conſequences; 
for all theſe are ſer forth in the Prophecies 
which' went before, and which the Fews, 
both Learned and Vulgar, owned. Where- 
fore, according to the original Uſe and Im- 
of the Phraſe, ſaving Faith implies 


portance 
og than believing Tefits to be the Me fc 
4 . 


But according to the modern Accer ptation 
of the Phrafe, this is far ſhort of faving 


ſtrike 10 with them, mean by Meſſiab, only 
One of whom the Jews had a great Expecta- 
tion, being foretoſd to them, as Joſab and 
Cyrus were, abſtracting from any Conſide- 
ration of, -op Concernment for, theſe great 
Myſteries Od hid in him, and which are 
| manifeſted ür the Goſpel; for theſe are 
ſcornfully y rejected, and binldlenely denied, 
by thoſe” who profeſs to'belicve that: Feſas 


Fo 1 Meſjeah ; and that there may be no 
FF. Obliga- 


— 

Obligation to. believe any thing of Chrif?'s 
Divinity, they uſe all their Wit and Art to 
make the plain Phraſe of gbe Son of God to 
import no more than Maſſiab, and to be only 
2: {ynonymal Name. This is the Scope of 
that jm le Book call'd, The Reaſonableneſs of 
the Chriſtian Religion, highly commended, 
and earneſtly recommended in a Letter to 
the Deiſte, both written by Mr. Locke, who 
ſtudied Humane Philoſophy, more than Divine, 
This Notion of Faith is .induſtriouſly ad- 
vanced for comprehending Sociniaus, and 
all Sects, and out of Compliment to zetwral 
Mes, who ſcorn to ſubmit their Underſtand: 
ings ta God hinfſelf, and who have theBold- 
nels to inſole the cleareſt, Revelation, if a. 
bove their mean Capacity, or in the leaſt 
diſagreeable to their groundleſs Conceits. 

The Biſpop of Beger, in this Sermon, fa- 

18 55 this Notion of Faith, Pag. 10. Nay, 

e ſtretches: Faith yet farther, = making it 
comprehend even thoſe who do not believe 
the Meſſiab; for, Pag. 20. he ſaith, Religion 
7s Vertue and Charity. under the Belief f :? 
ſupreme Governor and Judge;z if ſo, Mabome- W - 
tans and Pagans way be as ſound Belieyers, MW . 
as any Chriſtian: But, if the Goſpel he true, 
this Faith is falſe; and they who have no 
hetter, can never be ſaved; and they who 
teach no other, teach not the Truth as it is 
fr a 


19 
0 


4 0 619 | 
in Jeſus Chriſt, If Jeſus be the Meſſiah, then 
he 15 of God, and all he ſays is true, and wor- 
thy to be received; wherefore, they who call 
Nelas the Maſſ ab, ont of their own Mouth 
call be condemned, if they do not receive all 
his Declarations, and believe all the Myſte- 


ries. revealed in him, and by him; believing 
Revelation will not avail, if another be 


one 


eſected; for the Jews believed Moſes and the 
would. not receive Chriſt: Nor will the Be- 
ler of one Truth entitle to Salvation, if ano- 
ther be refuſed and denied; 2 for the Men of 
Cabernaum owned Jeſus to be that Prophet 
which ſhould come into the World, and were 
reſolyed to male bim Ring; but becauſe the 
would not receive the Myſtery of eating his 
Fleſh, and drinking his Blood, they could have 
no Part in that eternal Life which he reveal- 
eq, and came to beſtow on them that believed 
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„ it 4 Matter of Indifferency, whom we keep 
Communion with? Or ſbould there be no Re- 
gard to Truth, in. keeping Public Communion 
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Au er to the laſt Part of the Query 

Publick Communion, there ſhould be a Re-. 

* Truth, then it follows neceſſa- 
* 


LAY 


— 


oily that it is not indifferent whom we keep 
gion with ; for then it ts a Sia to com. 
municate with . thoſe who deny 'the Truth, 
or who profeſs Errors inconſiſtent. with plain 
and: important Truths. Truth ſhould be 
openly proſeſſed, and thoſe only joined wha 
adhere to it. 1. For Truth's fake, which 
deſerves to be honoured above Error. 2. For 
Sachs fake, who has revealed Truth. to be 
learnt, believed and proſeſſed. 3. For out 
own ſake, becanſe we are ſanctiſied ouly thro! 
Truth, Jab. xvii. 17. 4. For our Neighboar's 
fake, char he may be ftirred up to a wiſe 
1 after the Truth. If there ſhould he 
no Regard to Truth, How could S. Paul pro- 
nounce Anathema to Man or Angel, who 
preached another Doctrine? How could he 
charge Timothy to hold faſt the Form of ſound 
ad, ? and Litas to reject an Feretick after 
the firſt or freond Admonitron?” And what 


— * 


Reaſon for requiring the Philippians to fand 

nd to ſtrive 
15 
ir 


faſt in one Spirit, and with one 
together for the Faith of the Goſpel ? And 


663) 3 
it not an Apoſtolical Injunction of 8. Jobn, 
If there come any unto you, and bring not this 

octrine, receive him not into your Houſe, nei- 
ther bid him God. ſpeed; for he that biddeth 
him God-ſpetd, is Partaker of his evil Deeds? 
Theſe Texts over-turn the whole Scheme of 
the Sermon, and by them it doth appear, 
that the Biſhop has. recommended a Peace 
altogether deſtruive of: Chris Kingdom, a * 


true Letharyy, a Death: For a Peace 
divided from Truth; ; neither acceptable to 


uth, is n 
God, nor in itſelf defirable. Mar, faith Va. 
tianzen, is better and more commendable, than 
4 Peace which ſeparates from God, And ſuch 
is the Peace, which requires the deſerting, 
and giving up plain, important, and funda- 
mental Truths, and therefore it ought to be 
rejefted with Indignatio. 
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